
By Nancy Todd  
Clerk of Session Community Presbyterian Church

Our church strives to be relevant and in 2022 we feel we are on course with other 
churches in the nation with our social media footprint.

The session members of both churches work hard to make sure that our online and 
social media helps to reach and interact with others. It’s not just about scripture or 
marketing upcoming events, instead we extend our walls to encompass social media 
followers too. We have received many favorable comments from individuals who 
are unable to attend weekly worship services. Having our service online means that 
anyone in the world may join us!

You can like our Facebook page Community Presbyterian Church at Lawton, IA 
for the latest information on upcoming activities, urgent prayer requests, funeral 
services, winter weather closings, a preview of the Sunday bulletin and the weekly 
church service. We update our website www.community=presbyterianchurch.org 
monthly. You will find an updated activity calendar there. You can even give online at 
www.community-presbyterian.org

We continue to add current praise music along with our favorite hymns to please 
everyone’s musical taste.

Nate and Amy Lahrs have spent many hours researching how to update the church’s 
equipment. Amy has recently taken the position of Multi Media Director. She is 
responsible for coordinating the new audio visual equipment, adding praise music 
and projecting elements of the worship service. The session agrees that adding this 
position will enhance our outreach and ministry. Amy hopes for this to be a temporary 
position until we can hire a permanent employee.

If you have an item for our Facebook page email Nancy Todd at gevik@wiatel.net or 
Amy at Commpreslawton@gmail.com

Gratitude…
An Expression of Thanks
Jesus asked, ‘Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to
God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18

“Gratitude recognizes that a gift has
been given, a favor has been done by
someone. There is a gift and a giver. But
there is more. Gratitude also calls for a
response to that gift. We thank the giver
with an expression of appreciation — a
handshake, a hug, a note. A gesture of
gratitude completes the exchange, closes
the circle, and allows the love to flow
back to the giver.” — Don Postema,
Space for God

I needed to read that quote. It was one of
those “ah-ha” moments for me - it made
a ton of sense. Many gifts I have given in
the past have left me with a sense of
emptiness because I never heard back if
the gift was appreciated or not. There
have been a number of weddings I’ve
officiated at that I didn’t receive a simple
“thank you” for taking time to make our
day special, maybe a birthday gift sent in
the mail or providing a special dinner for
a group of students who invaded my
home on a Sunday evening, when all I
had in the house was pancake mix and
eggs. The circle was not closed in my
mind - I didn’t feel a sense of
appreciation or hint of love in return from
the recipient of my gift. It’s easy to let
those odd thoughts fill my mind rather
than just be thankful that I could give or
that those people honestly came to

share some time with me at my table.

Look in the mirror Ken, there have also
been so many times when you have not
taken the time to thank the giver of a gift
you have received, an affirmation given,
a thoughtful gesture shared out of
appreciation. Those who gave me a gift
would have likewise felt empty because I
didn’t take the time to let them know the
gift was honestly appreciated. Goodness,
what a knucklehead, my absent-
mindedness or the excuse of the
‘busyness of life’ took over a simple
action of writing a note or making time for
that phone call to say “thank you.”

How often do we take all the blessings
and gifts from the Lord for granted? We
almost feel entitled to them…..far too
many times, in my case. As you prepare
for this celebration of the 2021
Thanksgiving season and the
preparation of Advent and even for the
gift of each new day, show a glimpse of
your appreciation to God through a
prayer of thanks, by reaching out to an
old friend, a neighbor, even a stranger
with a thoughtful gesture of thanks. Your
heart will sense a presence of gratitude
that just might bring light to a cloudy day.

Lord, thank you, for You are the Giver of
so many beautiful gifts. I thank You for
them all. Enable me to remember to
thank You and thank others when they
give a gift of kindness. Cause me to
express my honest gratitude. Let the
circle of grace-filled love close — let love
flow back to the giver. Amen.

Thank you!
Pastor Ken

Pastor’s Corner

Pastor Ken Meissner
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Sunday School
REQUEST

Elliott Creek is
requesting scraps of
ribbons to make Bible
markers for a project
for Sunday School

The Pastor Nominating Committee is asking for
testimonials to add to the website.
What does the church mean to you?
Why do you attend this church?
What impact has the church made on you or your family?

Contact Amy Lahrs: nateandamy08@hotmail.com

Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase
Christmas Poinsettias again this year
as a way for the congregation to honor
their loved ones.
The flowers will be displayed on the
alter December 12-26.
The deadline to order is December 5.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex or contact Kris Koch at
712-253-0008.

Both congregations
are starting mitten
trees.
Please donate hats,
gloves, mitten and
sweat shirts.
They will be donated
to the elementary
school.

Like uson Facebook

Community Presbyterian
Churchat Lawton, IA
You can watch the service Live on
Facebook every Sunday!

HAPPY
thanksgiving
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Announcement
We are pleased to welcome 
Rev Dr Jason Cunningham, 
his wife Annalissa and family 
to the community. Reverend 
Cunningham will hold his first 
church service on July 3rd .
The Cunninghams have 5 
children Carissa, Graham, Pierce, 
Sawyer, Cole and Knox.
Reverend Jason grew up in 
Worthington,MN. He attended 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
His most recent position was at 
First Presbyterian in Laverne, MN.
Let’s give him a huge welcome 
on July 3rd !

On the 4th of July, Americans will 
celebrate the founding of the United 

States 240 years ago. While this holiday 
provides a special time each year to gather 
with family and friends, it also reminds us 

that our political freedom and religious 
liberty were established through the 

sacrifice and labors of past generations.

Volunteers Needed!
Community Presbyterian 

Church is still in need of 1 elder.



• Devon Buemi, 
grandson of John 
and Debi Hammer 
will be going in for 
an MRI, requiring 
sedation and an 
overnight stay on 
7/6/22. They are 
in Germany. 

• Eric Miller
• John Gard
• Mabel Swanger
• Cory Cook
• Anette Koster
• Jean Vondrak

Recent Prayer
Concerns

Pray for those in rehab or at home
• Judy Fredinburg
• Carol Hinds -  

at Prairie Hills of 
Des Moines 

• Ruth Rathe
• Velura Stilwell
• Larry and Lou 

Hansen

• Audrey Jensen
• Henry Cole
• Darwin Brink
• Raejan Furne
• Marilyn Fowler
• Marlene Hanson

HELP DIRECTORY
Moderator of Session:  
Reverend Doctor Jason Cunningham
Phone: 
Email: 
Jason_Cunninghman123@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Funeral lunch: 
Toni Cooper - 712-944-5465
Piano music: 
Donna Bennett - 712-870-8720
To join church or  
schedule church use call: 
Nancy Todd - 712-253-2747
Sunday School: Jodi Lieber
Janitor: Cindy Jorgensen
Bulletin: Bev Logsdon 
bevlogsdon727@gmail.com 
Bev will need new information by 
Thursday of each week.
Concerns: Session Members, Becky 
Holbrook, Joyce Roeschke, Sue Stilwell, 
Kris Koch and Amy Lahrs

ELLIOTT CREEK CHURCH
Clerk of Session: 
Linda Reese - 712-948-3694
Church Rental: 
Mary Thompson 712-948-3339
Sunday School: Starts at 9:45am 
Courtney Lahrs
Concerns: Session Members, Gene 
Kollbaum, Mark Thompson, Kendal 
Thompson, Rita Gerking, Pete Pearson, 
Dave Amick and Jean Plummer

Mark Your Calendar
July
3  Communion Sunday,  

Reverend Dr. Jason Cunningham
4  Independence Day
13  Elliott Creek Session Meeting 6pm
17  Deacon’s Meeting immediately 

following service
18  Women’s Group-6:30pm 

Community Presbyterian Church
31  Woodbury County Fair Food Stand 

set up immediately following church 
services 
TBA There will be a clean up day at 
the food stand.

August
1-7 Woodbury County Fair Food Stand

Woodbury County Fair
August 3-7, 2022

FOOD STAND OPEN AUGUST 1-7
Preparations are underway for the Elliott Creek/
Community Presbyterian Church Food Stand at the 
Woodbury County Fair. The food stand is an important 
fund raiser for both churches. Fair attendees young 
and old enjoy our hamburgers, taverns, floats and 
homemade pie! 
The stand will open on August 1st. There will be a 
worker sign up sheet at both churches. Each shift 
requires about 10 volunteers to work the windows, 
prep food, make sandwiches and work the grill. You 
are encouraged to participate and enjoy the fellowship!

VACATION  
BIBLE SCHOOL  

was held on  
May 31, June 1 and 2.

THE THEME WAS I WONDER…
Helpers: Molly Schellinger, Emily Schoenberner, 
Chris Howrey, Nate Lahrs, & Amy Lahrs

Thanks to all do donated food and helped prep 
and serve meals each night. They were delicious. 
Extra thanks to Joyce Roeschke for leading the 
meal preparation and serving again this year.

A summer holiday dump cake that is easy to make, delicious to eat, and there is 
only one pan to clean! Perfect for the 4th of July! Serve with whipped topping.

Red White and Blue Dump Cake

IngredientsIngredients

• 1 (21 ounce) can strawberry pie filling

• 1 cup frozen blueberries

• 1 (18.25 ounce) package white cake mix 
(such as Betty Crocker® Super Moist Vanilla)

• ½ cup butter, melted

DirectionsDirections

1. Preheat the oven to 325° F

2. Dump the strawberry pie filling into a 9x12-inch baking dish. Sprinkle with 
blueberries. Pour cake mix on top of blueberries. Drizzle melted butter on top.

3. Bake in the preheated oven until the top is a light golden brown, about 45 minutes. 
Serve warm.


