
The season of Advent 
is beginning. Advent 
comes from a Latin 
word, “Advenio” which 
means “to arrive.” 
The four Sundays 
of Advent are for 
anticipation the arrival 
of Jesus Christ and 
the meaning of his coming for our lives.

So, we’re journeying through December 
towards Christmas. As we do so, I invite you 
to consider some of those who journeyed to 
see the new born king. Those shepherds in 
the wide open fields were the first to receive 
the message of God’s great action of grace. 
Their lives were repetitive, perhaps even 
monotonous. Most every day looked the 
same. And then they received news that 
changed their lives…and the world! They 
received, listened, and responded.

Maybe you’ve heard it said that there is 
a huge difference between listening and 
merely hearing. When you listen, you 
receive the meaning of the message and 
process it; you are likely to take action 
based upon what you have heard,

The Shepherds were the first recipients of 
the good news: “Today, in the town of 
David, a Savior has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord…”
After receiving the message, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened.” They listened. They received 
the message. They acted in response by 
going to find Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

Clovis Chappell was a noted preacher 
about 75 years ago. He wrote a story from 
the perspective of a Shepherd who was 
there that night, heard the message, but 
elected not to go to Bethlehem with the rest. 
He thought it better to stay in the fields as 
usual. In the story, this shepherd shares 
how the others came back rejoicing and 
how they spoke about finding the child 
in the manger just as the messengers 
had said. This shepherd who stayed 
behind expresses regret. “I wish I’d gone 
that night, but I missed it.” Hopefully, 
Chappell’s story has caused people to 
pause and reflect, “I don’t want to be like 
the shepherd who missed out.” We don’t 
want to miss the news of Christmas!

The call still comes to us every Christmas: 
“Born unto you is a Savior who is Christ 
the Lord.” We are called to not only hear, 
but to listen. When Jesus grows up and 
teaches the Sermon on the Mount he says 
that people who hear his words and put 
them into practice are like a wise man who 
built his house on a rock. May we be people 
who are listening for the Lord! We are called 
to truly listen to the Good News!

When we, like the shepherds of old, fall 
down in awe, wonder, and commitment 
before the manger of God’s love, Christmas 
comes once again. May you truly 
experience Christmas this year! Listen: 
Born unto YOU was a Savior!!! And that is 
good news to bring great joy!

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Jason Cunningham

Gratitude…
An Expression of Thanks
Jesus asked, ‘Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to
God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18

“Gratitude recognizes that a gift has
been given, a favor has been done by
someone. There is a gift and a giver. But
there is more. Gratitude also calls for a
response to that gift. We thank the giver
with an expression of appreciation — a
handshake, a hug, a note. A gesture of
gratitude completes the exchange, closes
the circle, and allows the love to flow
back to the giver.” — Don Postema,
Space for God

I needed to read that quote. It was one of
those “ah-ha” moments for me - it made
a ton of sense. Many gifts I have given in
the past have left me with a sense of
emptiness because I never heard back if
the gift was appreciated or not. There
have been a number of weddings I’ve
officiated at that I didn’t receive a simple
“thank you” for taking time to make our
day special, maybe a birthday gift sent in
the mail or providing a special dinner for
a group of students who invaded my
home on a Sunday evening, when all I
had in the house was pancake mix and
eggs. The circle was not closed in my
mind - I didn’t feel a sense of
appreciation or hint of love in return from
the recipient of my gift. It’s easy to let
those odd thoughts fill my mind rather
than just be thankful that I could give or
that those people honestly came to

share some time with me at my table.

Look in the mirror Ken, there have also
been so many times when you have not
taken the time to thank the giver of a gift
you have received, an affirmation given,
a thoughtful gesture shared out of
appreciation. Those who gave me a gift
would have likewise felt empty because I
didn’t take the time to let them know the
gift was honestly appreciated. Goodness,
what a knucklehead, my absent-
mindedness or the excuse of the
‘busyness of life’ took over a simple
action of writing a note or making time for
that phone call to say “thank you.”

How often do we take all the blessings
and gifts from the Lord for granted? We
almost feel entitled to them…..far too
many times, in my case. As you prepare
for this celebration of the 2021
Thanksgiving season and the
preparation of Advent and even for the
gift of each new day, show a glimpse of
your appreciation to God through a
prayer of thanks, by reaching out to an
old friend, a neighbor, even a stranger
with a thoughtful gesture of thanks. Your
heart will sense a presence of gratitude
that just might bring light to a cloudy day.

Lord, thank you, for You are the Giver of
so many beautiful gifts. I thank You for
them all. Enable me to remember to
thank You and thank others when they
give a gift of kindness. Cause me to
express my honest gratitude. Let the
circle of grace-filled love close — let love
flow back to the giver. Amen.

Thank you!
Pastor Ken

Pastor’s Corner

Pastor Ken Meissner
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Sunday School
REQUEST

Elliott Creek is
requesting scraps of
ribbons to make Bible
markers for a project
for Sunday School

The Pastor Nominating Committee is asking for
testimonials to add to the website.
What does the church mean to you?
Why do you attend this church?
What impact has the church made on you or your family?

Contact Amy Lahrs: nateandamy08@hotmail.com

Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase
Christmas Poinsettias again this year
as a way for the congregation to honor
their loved ones.
The flowers will be displayed on the
alter December 12-26.
The deadline to order is December 5.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex or contact Kris Koch at
712-253-0008.

Both congregations
are starting mitten
trees.
Please donate hats,
gloves, mitten and
sweat shirts.
They will be donated
to the elementary
school.

Like uson Facebook

Community Presbyterian
Churchat Lawton, IA
You can watch the service Live on
Facebook every Sunday!

HAPPY
thanksgiving
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Pastor Jason Cunningham

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase (cost 
to follow) Christmas Poinsettias again 
this year as a way for the congregation 
to honor their loved ones.The flowers will 
be displayed on the alter from December 
11-25th. The deadline to order is Dec. 4th. 
Cost $19
There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
or contact Kris Koch at 712-253-0008.

Community 
Presbyterian 
Church

Join us on  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4  

for the 
Community Presbyterian 

ChristmasChristmas
 Program!  Program! 
The Sunday School children  will be handing out 

old fashioned treat bags to the congregation!

PLEASE BE SURE TO PAY 
YOUR PER CAPITA.  

The ammount for 2022 is $42.48.

November's 
Worship Attendance Report

Nov 6: 38 in sanctuary
Nov 13: 28 in sanctuary
Nov 20: 20 in sanctuary
Nov 17: 27 in sanctuary



Women’s Group Annual  
Cookie Bake/Exchange

Saturday, December 3
9am-Noon  |  Lunch will be served
At the party, everyone gets to sample an 
assortment of cookies baked by other guests and 
then leave with a take-away container of their 
favorite cookies. There will be a sign-up sheet so 
that there aren’t duplicate cookies. Please bring 
along your recipe. You can bring your dough or 
assemble it in the church kitchen. Bring your 
recipe, ingredients and a to go container.

• Dale Erlandson 
• Audrey Jensen 
• Lacey Vennard
• Janessa Slawson
• Bob Gray
• John Poppen
• Jason Fixsel
• Brad Lewis
• Tom Klunker 

• Joyce Roeschke
• Charles Roeschke 
• Richard and Rita 

Gerking
• Diane Heiss
• Rhonda Miller
• Joyce Johnson
• Lori Watts
• Jordon Dean
• Mabel Swanger

Recent Prayer
Concerns

Pray for those in rehab or at home
• Judy Fredinburg
• Carol Hinds -  

at Prairie Hills of 
Des Moines 

• Ruth Rathe
• Velura Stilwell
• Larry and Lou 

Hansen

• Audrey Jensen
• Henry Cole
• Darwin Brink
• Raejean Furne
• Marilyn Fowler
• Marlene Hanson

HELP DIRECTORY
Pastor: Dr. Jason Cunningham
Phone: 605-690-6203 
Email: 
Jason_Cunninghman123@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Funeral lunch: 
Toni Cooper - 712-944-5465
Piano music: 
Donna Bennett - 712-870-8720
To join church or  
schedule church use call: 
Nancy Todd - 712-253-2747
Sunday School: Jodi Lieber
Janitor: Cindy Jorgensen
Bulletin: Bev Logsdon 
bevlogsdon727@gmail.com 
Bev will need new information by 
Thursday of each week.
Concerns: Session Members, Becky 
Holbrook, Joyce Roeschke, Sue Stilwell, 
Kris Koch and Amy Lahrs

ELLIOTT CREEK CHURCH
Clerk of Session: 
Linda Reese - 712-948-3694
Church Rental: 
Mary Thompson 712-948-3339
Sunday School: Sunday School 9:30, 
Courtney Lahrs
Concerns: Session Members, Gene 
Kollbaum, Mark Thompson, Kendal 
Thompson, Rita Gerking, Pete Pearson, 
Dave Amick and Jean Plummer

Mark Your Calendar
December
3 Community Presbyterian Women’s 

Group Annual Cookie Bake/Exchange 
9am-Noon, lunch served 

4 Community Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School Christmas Program

11 Community Presbyterian  
Communion Sunday 

 Community Presbyterian 
Nominating Meeting

13 Community Presbyterian Church 
Session Meeting 6:30pm

18 Elliott Creek Sunday  
School Christmas Program

 Community Presbyterian  
Nominating Meeting

24 Community Presbyterian Christmas Eve 
Service for both congregations 5:30pm

January
*Kingdom Kids Resumes in January
8 Elliott Creek Congregational Meeting 

immediately following the service 
11 Elliott Creek Session Meeting 6pm
22 Annual Congregational Meeting

CARAMEL CASHEW HAYSTACKSCARAMEL CASHEW HAYSTACKS
Caramel Cashew Haystacks combine sweet white chocolate and caramel pieces with crunchy 
chow mein noodles and salted cashews in a salty sweet treat that’s sure to be a holiday favorite!

DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS
1. Coarsely chop the white chocolate candy 

coating. Place in a large microwave-safe mixing 
bowl and melt in the microwave, stirring every 
30 seconds until completely melted.

2. Add the chow mein noodles, cashews, and caramel pieces and mix well.

3. Drop by spoonfuls onto a rimmed baking sheet lined with wax paper.

4. Decorate with sprinkles as desired.

• 2 1/2 cups chow mein 
noodles

• 1 1/4 cups salted 
cashews

• 16 ounces white 
chocolate candy 
coating

•  3/4 cup caramel bits

The annal harvest dinner was a huge success! We took 
a two year break due to pandemic safety concerns.182 
dinners (including take-out) were served!

Thank you to each and every one of you who attended 
or contributed by shopping for and preparing and 
donating food. Thank you to all of our servers and 
clean up helpers. We look forward to 2023!

Both 
Congregations 
are starting 
mitten trees.
Please donate hats, 
gloves, mittens and 
sweatshirts. They 
will be donated 
to the elementary 
school.

Dear Friends: I want to thank you all for the 
wonderful birthday cards. It meant so much to 
me. I enjoyed receiving a touch of Lawton. 
God Bless You! Carold Hinds Des Moines, IA


