
The Autumn season is 
upon us. The leaves 
are starting to fall from 
the trees, especially 
with the days of strong 
wind we’ve recently 
experienced. A few 
nights ago we went out 
for a walk. Annalisa, 
Cole, the twins and I were walking along 
the road when Sawyer found a small, red, 
almost perfectly shaped Maple leaf. He was 
fascinated by it and decided to take it home 
with him. Of course, Knox saw Sawyer’s 
treasure and wanted a leaf of his own. We 
found it a challenge to track down a leaf of 
similar quality as most of them on the ground 
were dry and brittle. Almost everyone finds 
some aspect of Fall to appreciate, even 6 year 
olds.

Walking along and looking at the leaves 
made me thing of a classic Bible verse from 
the book of Lamentations: “The steadfast 
love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.” (3:22-
23). We don’t often look at Lamentations, but 
these verses are often recited as a reminder 
of the faithfulness of God throughout every 
changing season of the year and of life. The 
shifting of the season into Fall with its dry 
leaves and bare trees also has often make 
me think about the power and meaning 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In his 
first Letter, the Apostle Peter has written, 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 
has given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading…” (1:3-4). Peter reminds us that 
even though many things in life come and go 
and fade away like the leaves of Autumn, the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is 

a blessing that affects us forever, and never 
dries up or gets old. A challenge for us in 
response to this good news is to be constantly 
appreciative and thankful for the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and his conquest of the 
grave. While Fall is a beautiful time of year, it 
is also a time when people can get down as 
the weather gets colder and the days shorter. 
So, we can draw encouragement in these 
words from I Peter. Jesus Christ’s resurrection 
is for all seasons and times.

Here in our church we are going to have a 
Harvest Celebration Dinner on November 
2 nd from 5-7 PM. There will be roast beef, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, and other sides 
and desserts. My understanding is that this 
dinner has not taken place for a couple of 
years as a result of the COVID pandemic. So, 
I guess one could say the event has been 
resurrected! These kinds of meals in the Fall 
season can help us appreciate the changing 
of the seasons and the ongoing care and 
grace of God even in challenging times. I am 
certain this will be a delicious meal and good 
time of sharing fellowship in the church. As the 
name of the meal suggests, this can help us 
appreciate the gift of the harvest for this year.

My hope for all during this Fall season is 
that you’ll have a chance to stop and look 
and reflect on the beauty of the earth and 
the ongoing gift of God’s love in Jesus 
Christ. Because God’s mercies are new 
every morning and we are recipients of an 
inheritance that will never dry up or fade away.

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Jason Cunningham

Gratitude…
An Expression of Thanks
Jesus asked, ‘Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to
God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18

“Gratitude recognizes that a gift has
been given, a favor has been done by
someone. There is a gift and a giver. But
there is more. Gratitude also calls for a
response to that gift. We thank the giver
with an expression of appreciation — a
handshake, a hug, a note. A gesture of
gratitude completes the exchange, closes
the circle, and allows the love to flow
back to the giver.” — Don Postema,
Space for God

I needed to read that quote. It was one of
those “ah-ha” moments for me - it made
a ton of sense. Many gifts I have given in
the past have left me with a sense of
emptiness because I never heard back if
the gift was appreciated or not. There
have been a number of weddings I’ve
officiated at that I didn’t receive a simple
“thank you” for taking time to make our
day special, maybe a birthday gift sent in
the mail or providing a special dinner for
a group of students who invaded my
home on a Sunday evening, when all I
had in the house was pancake mix and
eggs. The circle was not closed in my
mind - I didn’t feel a sense of
appreciation or hint of love in return from
the recipient of my gift. It’s easy to let
those odd thoughts fill my mind rather
than just be thankful that I could give or
that those people honestly came to

share some time with me at my table.

Look in the mirror Ken, there have also
been so many times when you have not
taken the time to thank the giver of a gift
you have received, an affirmation given,
a thoughtful gesture shared out of
appreciation. Those who gave me a gift
would have likewise felt empty because I
didn’t take the time to let them know the
gift was honestly appreciated. Goodness,
what a knucklehead, my absent-
mindedness or the excuse of the
‘busyness of life’ took over a simple
action of writing a note or making time for
that phone call to say “thank you.”

How often do we take all the blessings
and gifts from the Lord for granted? We
almost feel entitled to them…..far too
many times, in my case. As you prepare
for this celebration of the 2021
Thanksgiving season and the
preparation of Advent and even for the
gift of each new day, show a glimpse of
your appreciation to God through a
prayer of thanks, by reaching out to an
old friend, a neighbor, even a stranger
with a thoughtful gesture of thanks. Your
heart will sense a presence of gratitude
that just might bring light to a cloudy day.

Lord, thank you, for You are the Giver of
so many beautiful gifts. I thank You for
them all. Enable me to remember to
thank You and thank others when they
give a gift of kindness. Cause me to
express my honest gratitude. Let the
circle of grace-filled love close — let love
flow back to the giver. Amen.

Thank you!
Pastor Ken

Pastor’s Corner

Pastor Ken Meissner
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Sunday School
REQUEST

Elliott Creek is
requesting scraps of
ribbons to make Bible
markers for a project
for Sunday School

The Pastor Nominating Committee is asking for
testimonials to add to the website.
What does the church mean to you?
Why do you attend this church?
What impact has the church made on you or your family?

Contact Amy Lahrs: nateandamy08@hotmail.com

Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase
Christmas Poinsettias again this year
as a way for the congregation to honor
their loved ones.
The flowers will be displayed on the
alter December 12-26.
The deadline to order is December 5.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex or contact Kris Koch at
712-253-0008.

Both congregations
are starting mitten
trees.
Please donate hats,
gloves, mitten and
sweat shirts.
They will be donated
to the elementary
school.

Like uson Facebook

Community Presbyterian
Churchat Lawton, IA
You can watch the service Live on
Facebook every Sunday!

HAPPY
thanksgiving
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Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase 
(cost to follow) Christmas Poinsettias 
again this year as a way for the 
congregation to honor their loved 
ones.The flowers will be displayed on 
the alter from December 11-25th .
The deadline to order is Nov. 27th .
There will be a sign-up sheet in the 
narthex or contact Kris Koch at  
712-253-0008.

Both 
Congregations 
are starting 
mitten trees.
Please donate hats, 
gloves, mittens and 
sweatshirts. They 
will be donated 
to the elementary 
school.

The Community Presbyterian 
Women’s Group will collect 
items for the Warming Shelter 
and the Siouxland Soup 
Kitchen. There will be a list of 
items in the fellowship hall.



Women’s Group Annual  
Cookie Bake/Exchange

Saturday, December 3
9am-Noon  |  Lunch will be served
At the party, everyone gets to sample an 
assortment of cookies baked by other guests and 
then leave with a take-away container of their 
favorite cookies. There will be a sign-up sheet so 
that there aren’t duplicate cookies. Please bring 
along your recipe. You can bring your dough or 
assemble it in the church kitchen. Bring your 
recipe, ingredients and a to go container.

• Brad Lewis
• Tom Klunker 
• Charles 

Roeschke 
• Richard and 

Rita Gerking
• Diane Heiss

• Rhonda Miller
• Joyce Johnson
• Lori Watts
• Jordon Dean
• Mabel Swanger

Recent Prayer
Concerns

Pray for those in rehab or at home
• Judy Fredinburg
• Carol Hinds -  

at Prairie Hills of 
Des Moines 

• Ruth Rathe
• Velura Stilwell
• Larry and Lou 

Hansen

• Audrey Jensen
• Henry Cole
• Darwin Brink
• Raejean Furne
• Marilyn Fowler
• Marlene Hanson

HELP DIRECTORY
Pastor: Dr. Jason Cunningham
Phone: 605-690-6203 
Email: 
Jason_Cunninghman123@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Funeral lunch: 
Toni Cooper - 712-944-5465
Piano music: 
Donna Bennett - 712-870-8720
To join church or  
schedule church use call: 
Nancy Todd - 712-253-2747
Sunday School: Jodi Lieber
Janitor: Cindy Jorgensen
Bulletin: Bev Logsdon 
bevlogsdon727@gmail.com 
Bev will need new information by 
Thursday of each week.
Concerns: Session Members, Becky 
Holbrook, Joyce Roeschke, Sue Stilwell, 
Kris Koch and Amy Lahrs

ELLIOTT CREEK CHURCH
Clerk of Session: 
Linda Reese - 712-948-3694
Church Rental: 
Mary Thompson 712-948-3339
Sunday School: Sunday School 9:30, 
Courtney Lahrs
Concerns: Session Members, Gene 
Kollbaum, Mark Thompson, Kendal 
Thompson, Rita Gerking, Pete Pearson, 
Dave Amick and Jean Plummer

Mark Your Calendar
November
2 Community Presbyterian Church Fall 

Dinner 5-7pm
2, 16, 30   Kingdom Kids
6 Fall Back-Daylight Savings Time Ends
7 Communion Sunday
9 Elliott Creek Session Meeting 6pm
16 Community Presbyterian Session 

Meeting 6:30pm
20 Elliott Creek Necrology Reading-

honoring Lynnelle Amick and Larry 
Lewis

21 Women’s Group will make tie blankets 
for the Warming Shelter for a mission 
project.

27 Community Presbyterian Hanging of the 
Greens immediately following service;  
Friendsgiving Potluck immediately 
following Hanging of the Greens

December
3 Community Presbyterian Women’s 

Group Annual Cookie Bake/Exchange 
9am-Noon, lunch served 

4 Community Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School Christmas Program

 Communion Sunday
11 Community Presbyterian Nominating 

Meeting
18 Elliott Creek Sunday School Christmas 

Program
24 Community Presbyterian Christmas Eve 

Service for both congregations 5:30pm

THANKSGIVING SCALLOPED THANKSGIVING SCALLOPED 
CORN CASSEROLECORN CASSEROLE

DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS
Mix together corn, salt, pepper, milk, eggs and 1/2 cup crushed soda 
crackers. Place in a greased casserole dish Add 1/4 cup crushed soda 
crackers with melted butter in them and sprinkle on top of corn. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. Bake covered until last 15 minutes.

THE WOODBURY COUNTY FAIR 
CHURCH STAND RECEIPTS ARE IN. 

Elliott Creek and Community 
Presbyterian each received $5,000 

following expenses. Thanks again to all 
of the hard workers from both churches.

• 2 eggs, well beaten

• 1 can cream style 
corn (16 1/2 oz.)

• 1 can whole kernel 
corn (16 1/2 oz.)

• 1/2 c. crushed soda 
crackers

• 1 tsp salt

• 1/4 tsp pepper

• 1/2 c. milk

• 2 Tbsp butter

• 1/4 c. crushed soda 
crackers

Join us on  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4  

for the 
Community Presbyterian 

ChristmasChristmas
 Program!  Program! 
The Sunday School children  will be handing out 

old fashioned treat bags to the congregation!


