
A Special ‘Thank you’ to all of 
you people of the Elliot Creek 
and Community Presbyterian 
Churches for your kindness, 
patience, welcoming hearts 
and hospitality this past year. 
I hope you know that being 
with you the past 14 months 
has been encouraging and 
has helped to feed this old 
soul. I remember my first 
days with you and that first 
month where I would often 
forget certain portions of the 
Order of Worship. Oh dear! I 
do sense my Spirit needs to 
take a rest and I realize that 
I do need to move on, and 
make way for something new, and I do have 
confidence that the ministry of these churches 
will flourish and transform in God’s hands. It 
is my hope that our time together has opened 
doors to possibilities, and offered a glimpse of 
hope for today as well as for tomorrow through 
the love of Jesus Christ.
Paul’s letter to the Philippians reminds 
us…”Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” 
Change isn’t easy and it takes intentional 
work and investment by everyone. I’ve tried 
my best to get to know you, walk alongside 
you, pray with you, reach out to those who are 
homebound, to those who have been sick, 
to those who are grieving, along with those 
who have a desire to serve, and uncover what 
Christ’s Church is calling you to do through 
your leadership and your collective vision. 
These faith communities need to stay alive, 
reach out and not close their doors within this 
generation. Please! Each Church is vital to 
your community and you all have so much to 
offer, and to share with those who have yet 
to enter the front doors and build a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.

God called me to be with you 
for a short time. You’ve heard 
a portion of my testimony, 
and the call I responded to. 
Some stories may have been 
hard to hear, while others 
may have triggered memories 
within your own testimony. 
I was told by an Elder that I 
was warm and fuzzy. Ha! I 
think that is a good thing. We 
all have a powerful message 
of God’s saving grace in our 
lives and it needs to be heard, 
coming from the warmth of 
our spirit. We need to be real, 
vulnerable and most of all, 
forgiving of ourselves and 

of one another as we share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, while exhibiting how the Holy 
Spirit is still alive within this generation. The 
Church is a hospital for sinners, a place of 
acceptance, healing and the renewing of God’s 
children. We all desire God’s embrace and 
love, no matter our age or situation.
I do have a desire to take this summer off for 
personal reflection, rest, and to uncover what 
God has in place for me as my days unfold. 
There have been moments this past year 
where I’ve felt some memory lapse, a tiredness 
of spirit, some exhaustion, and days where I 
was not very efficient with my time. There have 
even been moments where I have driven a 
few miles down the road with my turn signal 
left on! I believe I can be used until that day 
I’m called home. We all can be used. God has 
always delivered His grace and forgiveness to 
us and we need to be aware of that every day 
we are given. I do ask for your prayers and I 
will remember each of you fondly as each of 
us continue to be faithful, joy-filled and open 
to God’s grace in Jesus Christ. Celebrate the 
journey forward, my friends.
Blessings and love to you. 
Pastor Ken

Gratitude…
An Expression of Thanks
Jesus asked, ‘Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to
God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18

“Gratitude recognizes that a gift has
been given, a favor has been done by
someone. There is a gift and a giver. But
there is more. Gratitude also calls for a
response to that gift. We thank the giver
with an expression of appreciation — a
handshake, a hug, a note. A gesture of
gratitude completes the exchange, closes
the circle, and allows the love to flow
back to the giver.” — Don Postema,
Space for God

I needed to read that quote. It was one of
those “ah-ha” moments for me - it made
a ton of sense. Many gifts I have given in
the past have left me with a sense of
emptiness because I never heard back if
the gift was appreciated or not. There
have been a number of weddings I’ve
officiated at that I didn’t receive a simple
“thank you” for taking time to make our
day special, maybe a birthday gift sent in
the mail or providing a special dinner for
a group of students who invaded my
home on a Sunday evening, when all I
had in the house was pancake mix and
eggs. The circle was not closed in my
mind - I didn’t feel a sense of
appreciation or hint of love in return from
the recipient of my gift. It’s easy to let
those odd thoughts fill my mind rather
than just be thankful that I could give or
that those people honestly came to

share some time with me at my table.

Look in the mirror Ken, there have also
been so many times when you have not
taken the time to thank the giver of a gift
you have received, an affirmation given,
a thoughtful gesture shared out of
appreciation. Those who gave me a gift
would have likewise felt empty because I
didn’t take the time to let them know the
gift was honestly appreciated. Goodness,
what a knucklehead, my absent-
mindedness or the excuse of the
‘busyness of life’ took over a simple
action of writing a note or making time for
that phone call to say “thank you.”

How often do we take all the blessings
and gifts from the Lord for granted? We
almost feel entitled to them…..far too
many times, in my case. As you prepare
for this celebration of the 2021
Thanksgiving season and the
preparation of Advent and even for the
gift of each new day, show a glimpse of
your appreciation to God through a
prayer of thanks, by reaching out to an
old friend, a neighbor, even a stranger
with a thoughtful gesture of thanks. Your
heart will sense a presence of gratitude
that just might bring light to a cloudy day.

Lord, thank you, for You are the Giver of
so many beautiful gifts. I thank You for
them all. Enable me to remember to
thank You and thank others when they
give a gift of kindness. Cause me to
express my honest gratitude. Let the
circle of grace-filled love close — let love
flow back to the giver. Amen.

Thank you!
Pastor Ken
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Sunday School
REQUEST

Elliott Creek is
requesting scraps of
ribbons to make Bible
markers for a project
for Sunday School

The Pastor Nominating Committee is asking for
testimonials to add to the website.
What does the church mean to you?
Why do you attend this church?
What impact has the church made on you or your family?

Contact Amy Lahrs: nateandamy08@hotmail.com

Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase
Christmas Poinsettias again this year
as a way for the congregation to honor
their loved ones.
The flowers will be displayed on the
alter December 12-26.
The deadline to order is December 5.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex or contact Kris Koch at
712-253-0008.

Both congregations
are starting mitten
trees.
Please donate hats,
gloves, mitten and
sweat shirts.
They will be donated
to the elementary
school.

Like uson Facebook

Community Presbyterian
Churchat Lawton, IA
You can watch the service Live on
Facebook every Sunday!

HAPPY
thanksgiving
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Catered Farewell Dinner 
for Reverend Ken Meissner

May 22 
immediately following Community 

Presbyterian Church worship service
Catered dinner provided by  

Sneaky’s Chicken
There is no charge to the congregation. 

There will be a sign up sheet on the 
table or you can text or call Nancy Todd 

at 712-253-2747 with your RSVP. 
If you would like to take a meal to anyone 
who is homebound, let us know. We will 

order a few extra meals but it’s important to 
get a firm head count!

- - ANNOUNCEMENT - - 
I will be stepping aside as 
Interim Pastor for the Bronson 
and Lawton Presbyterian 
Churches on May 29.
Thank you for your patience, your 
service and the love that has been 
extending. I will continue to keep you 
in my prayers as the days unfold. 
Blessings to each of you in your 
journey as you continue the ministry 
you are called to do. 
Blessings and Christ’s love to you, 
Pastor Ken.



Elliott Creek Session 
Meeting-April 6, 2022 

• Family of Esther 
Cole 

• Family of Doug 
Thompson

• Richard Gerking
• Lori Watts
• Anette Koster
• Susan Logsdon
• Judy Fredinburg
• Ken Eyres
• Jim Willits
• Family of Dorothy 

Fiala 

• Jerry Stilwell
• PJ Kitchens
• Dave Butcher
• Donna Young
• Jean Vondrak
• Sheryl Lewis
• Sharon Hedemark
• Norm Sorensen
• Brett Cropley
• Vera Horsley

Recent Prayer
Concerns

Pray for those in rehab or at home
• Carol Hinds -  

at Prairie Hills of 
Des Moines 

• Anna Packard - at 
Kingsley Nursing 
and Rehab

• Ruth Rathe
• Velura Stilwell
• Larry and Lou 

Hansen

• Nora and Arie 
Reekers

• Audrey Jensen
• Henry Cole
• Darwin Brink
• Raejan Furne
• Marilyn Fowler
• Marlene Hanson

HELP DIRECTORY
Moderator of Session:  
Pastor Ken Meissner
Phone: 712-299-1772
Address: 907 Lincoln Street  
 Jefferson, SD 57038
Email: Meissnerk1952@gmail.com

COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Funeral lunch: 
Toni Cooper - 712-944-5465
Piano music: 
Donna Bennett - 712-870-8720
To join church or  
schedule church use call: 
Nancy Todd - 712-253-2747
Sunday School: Jodi Lieber
Janitor: Cindy Jorgensen
Bulletin: Bev Logsdon 
bevlogsdon727@gmail.com 
Bev will need new information by 
Thursday of each week.
Concerns: Session Members, Becky 
Holbrook, Joyce Roeschke, Sue Stilwell, 
Kris Koch and Amy Lahrs

ELLIOTT CREEK CHURCH
Clerk of Session: 
Linda Reese - 712-948-3694
Church Rental: 
Mary Thompson 712-948-3339
Sunday School: Starts at 9:45am 
Courtney Lahrs
Concerns: Session Members, Gene 
Kollbaum, Mark Thompson, Kendal 
Thompson, Rita Gerking, Pete Pearson, 
Dave Amick and Jean Plummer

Dave Amick, Mark Thompson, 
Kendal Thompson, Rita Gerking, 
Jean Plummer, Gene Kollbaum, 
Pete Pearson and Clerk Linda 
Reese were present. It was 
decided to sponsor the Summer 
Bell program with a scholarship 
gift. There was discussion on the 
upkeep of the building.

A Big Thank You to the children and youth 
as well as Amy and Nate Lahrs, Molly 

Schellinger, Sue Horsley, Jodi Lieber, Ronda 
Lahrs and Nancy Todd in their investment 

with the Kids Kingdom this Spring as 
well as helping out with worship on Palm 

Sunday! Blessings and Thank you!

Volunteers Needed!
Community Presbyterian 
Church is still in need of  

1 elder and 2 deacons

Mark Your Calendar
May
1  Communion Sunday 

Community Presbyterian Potluck 
following service 
Rev Dr Jason Cunningham, 
candidate as Pastor of Elliot Creek 
and Community Presbyterian 
Churches, will be preaching on May 
1 and both congregations will vote 
on their decision at that time

8  Mother’s Day
11  Elliott Creek Session Meeting 6pm
15  Last day of CPC Sunday School
16  Women’s Group meets at the 

Community Presbyterian Church at 
6:30. The group will plant flowers 
and arrange planters for the 
homebound.

17  Community Presbyterian Session 
Meeting 6:30pm

22  Farewell and Thank You Catered 
Dinner for Ken Meissner

30  Memorial Day

May 31-June 2
Community Presbyterian Vacation 
Bible School  |  Meal served at 5:30pm, 
fellowship begins at 6pm-7:30pm

June
5  Communion Sunday
19  Father’s Day

• Elementary Camps
• Middle School Camps
• High School Camps

• Young Children
• Family Camps. 

For more information:  
lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org

2022 Scholarships 
are available for 

camps at Lakeshore 
Center at Okoboji 

including:

Woodbury County Fair 
August 3-7, 2022

Preparations have begun on the Elliott 
Creek-Community Presbyterian Food 
Stand at the Woodbury County Fair.
The food stand is an important ministry 
and fund raiser for our churches. Many 
volunteers are needed to prepare and 
serve food. 
Each shift requires about 10 volunteers 
to work the windows, prep food,make 
sandwiches and work the grill. 
You are encouraged to participate and 
enjoy the fellowship!


