
I really enjoy watching the 
season of Spring unfold in Iowa, 
and throughout the Midwest, 
where I’ve spent the majority 
of my life. The temperatures 
change so quickly, from the fear 
of frost bite to sunburnt arms 
and neck almost overnight. 
Farmers are busy preparing their land, billows 
of dust kicked up behind the machinery, as pre-
emergent fertilizer and weed killers are injected 
into the soil. Twenty-four row planters rolling 
through the fields, gas-tanks filled with high-
priced fuel, some are even guided by satellites 
these days. A little different from the 1949 8n 
tractor I began driving when I was age 7. Farmers 
are often anxious about the wind and hail storms, 
sufficient rain, let alone the grain prices at 
harvest. It never came to mind what it cost to run 
a farm when I was a kid. The herds of sows and 
milk cows, the boxes of baby chicks purchased 
from Winborn’s Farm Supply, bags of seed corn 
and beans arrived, along with the refilling of that 
300 gallon gas barrel and the reading of the 
electric meter. I seldom saw the receipts that 
came with each item that cause a farm to be 
productive and generate a living for a family. 
I remember one Spring, I was in 4th grade 
and I had to step away from school for 3 days 
as the tiling machine arrived on the farm, and 
Dad needed extra hands to pile clay tile on the 
hayrack, driven parallel to the tiling machine 
as it buried tile in the deep, dugout, trenches 
throughout the farm. I wasn’t too happy as a 9 
year old but did what I was told. The days were 
long, and hot, with blisters that quickly formed 
between my fore finger and thumb, maneuvering 
the tile, and trying to keep my balance, as the 
hayrack rolled and bounced through the rough 
fields while I placed the tile onto the machine. I 
looked forward to the lunches and ice water that 
Mom brought out to the field, and then it was 
back to work, until the sun began to set. As a kid, 
I didn’t quite understand why things were done 
the way they were but I guess it was a learning 
experience, just like pitching far too much manure 
from the hog pens and hoeing those hundreds of 
Canadian thistles in the cattle pasture on what it 
seemed like the hottest of days.

Work, like that on the home farm, prepared me for 
days of making hay and castrating hogs for my 
neighbors, it prepared me for 14 years of working 
in a restaurant for the Sandersfeld brothers, it 
set the tone for me to learn drafting skills and 
computer-aided drafting at Amana Refrigeration, 
it formed a foundation for me to work with 
youth at Area Residential Care and Hillcrest 
Family Services in Dubuque, it offered gifts for 
experiences as a hospital chaplain at Wausau 
Hospital in Wisconsin, and then as a pastor at the 
Presbyterian Churches of Rowley, Alta, Lawton, 
Bronson as well as at Buena Vista University as 
a chaplain to college students. Oh, the labor has 
been much different with those work opportunities 
than what I remember on the farm, a few less 
blisters and quite a bit less manure to pitch these 
days, thank God!
We are here to do work as we toil upon the earth. 
God designed work as a good thing…”six days 
you shall labor and do all your work.” Through 
work, we can feed the hungry, create something 
beautiful, disseminate knowledge, construct 
homes, build memories and ultimately come 
to know our Creator. Unless we recognize that 
our work in the world is in the context of God’s 
greater work, our work is done in vain. Unless 
we remember that our success in everything is 
dependent upon God, unless we keep God at the 
center, our work does become useless. When we 
think like a child, there often is not an awareness 
of the One we serve and the One we are 
ultimately responsible to. Oh, I was clueless as 
a kid on that little farm in York Township in Iowa 
County, Iowa but as I reflect at age 70, God was 
working within me to transform a little farm kid into 
someone who can glorify Him and give glory to 
Jesus Christ our Lord throughout the days I have 
walking upon this sod.
God’s blessings to you in your work, my friends,. 
Pastor Ken

Gratitude…
An Expression of Thanks
Jesus asked, ‘Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to
God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18

“Gratitude recognizes that a gift has
been given, a favor has been done by
someone. There is a gift and a giver. But
there is more. Gratitude also calls for a
response to that gift. We thank the giver
with an expression of appreciation — a
handshake, a hug, a note. A gesture of
gratitude completes the exchange, closes
the circle, and allows the love to flow
back to the giver.” — Don Postema,
Space for God

I needed to read that quote. It was one of
those “ah-ha” moments for me - it made
a ton of sense. Many gifts I have given in
the past have left me with a sense of
emptiness because I never heard back if
the gift was appreciated or not. There
have been a number of weddings I’ve
officiated at that I didn’t receive a simple
“thank you” for taking time to make our
day special, maybe a birthday gift sent in
the mail or providing a special dinner for
a group of students who invaded my
home on a Sunday evening, when all I
had in the house was pancake mix and
eggs. The circle was not closed in my
mind - I didn’t feel a sense of
appreciation or hint of love in return from
the recipient of my gift. It’s easy to let
those odd thoughts fill my mind rather
than just be thankful that I could give or
that those people honestly came to

share some time with me at my table.

Look in the mirror Ken, there have also
been so many times when you have not
taken the time to thank the giver of a gift
you have received, an affirmation given,
a thoughtful gesture shared out of
appreciation. Those who gave me a gift
would have likewise felt empty because I
didn’t take the time to let them know the
gift was honestly appreciated. Goodness,
what a knucklehead, my absent-
mindedness or the excuse of the
‘busyness of life’ took over a simple
action of writing a note or making time for
that phone call to say “thank you.”

How often do we take all the blessings
and gifts from the Lord for granted? We
almost feel entitled to them…..far too
many times, in my case. As you prepare
for this celebration of the 2021
Thanksgiving season and the
preparation of Advent and even for the
gift of each new day, show a glimpse of
your appreciation to God through a
prayer of thanks, by reaching out to an
old friend, a neighbor, even a stranger
with a thoughtful gesture of thanks. Your
heart will sense a presence of gratitude
that just might bring light to a cloudy day.

Lord, thank you, for You are the Giver of
so many beautiful gifts. I thank You for
them all. Enable me to remember to
thank You and thank others when they
give a gift of kindness. Cause me to
express my honest gratitude. Let the
circle of grace-filled love close — let love
flow back to the giver. Amen.

Thank you!
Pastor Ken
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Sunday School
REQUEST

Elliott Creek is
requesting scraps of
ribbons to make Bible
markers for a project
for Sunday School

The Pastor Nominating Committee is asking for
testimonials to add to the website.
What does the church mean to you?
Why do you attend this church?
What impact has the church made on you or your family?

Contact Amy Lahrs: nateandamy08@hotmail.com

Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase
Christmas Poinsettias again this year
as a way for the congregation to honor
their loved ones.
The flowers will be displayed on the
alter December 12-26.
The deadline to order is December 5.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex or contact Kris Koch at
712-253-0008.

Both congregations
are starting mitten
trees.
Please donate hats,
gloves, mitten and
sweat shirts.
They will be donated
to the elementary
school.

Like uson Facebook

Community Presbyterian
Churchat Lawton, IA
You can watch the service Live on
Facebook every Sunday!

HAPPY
thanksgiving
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Miles Joel Stilwell was born 
on May 16, 2022. 9 Lbs, 4 
ounces and 21 inches long.
Parents are Chase and Katelyn 
Stilwell of Moville, Grandparents 
are Joel and Sue Stilwell and 
Pat and Patty Brockhaus

I find myself 
overwhelmed by 
the generosity and 
well-wishes that you 
people have shared 
with me this past 
year. Thank you 
so much for your 
care, affirmations, 
prayers and support. 
This old character 
has been blessed 
to be your pastor. 
Blessings to you as 
well!
Thank You - Pastor Ken

Pastor  
Ken Meissner

Thank You



Community Presbyterian Session 
met on Tuesday, May 17th 

• Family of Anna 
Packard

• Lori Watts
• Anette Koster
• Susan Logsdon
• Jim Willits
• Jerry Stilwell
• PJ Kitchens

• Dave Butcher
• Richard Gerking
• Jean Vondrak
• Sheryl Lewis
• Sharon Hedemark
• Norm Sorensen
• Vera Horsley

Recent Prayer
Concerns

Pray for those in rehab or at home
• Judy Fredinburg
• Carol Hinds -  

at Prairie Hills of 
Des Moines 

• Ruth Rathe
• Velura Stilwell
• Larry and Lou 

Hansen

• Nora and Arie 
Reekers

• Audrey Jensen
• Henry Cole
• Darwin Brink
• Raejan Furne
• Marilyn Fowler
• Marlene Hanson

HELP DIRECTORY
Moderator of Session:  
Rev. David Koehler
Faith United Presbyterian Church
Phone: 712-276-3121
Address: 4327 Morningside Ave  
 Sioux City, Iowa

COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Funeral lunch: 
Toni Cooper - 712-944-5465
Piano music: 
Donna Bennett - 712-870-8720
To join church or  
schedule church use call: 
Nancy Todd - 712-253-2747
Sunday School: Jodi Lieber
Janitor: Cindy Jorgensen
Bulletin: Bev Logsdon 
bevlogsdon727@gmail.com 
Bev will need new information by 
Thursday of each week.
Concerns: Session Members, Becky 
Holbrook, Joyce Roeschke, Sue Stilwell, 
Kris Koch and Amy Lahrs

ELLIOTT CREEK CHURCH
Clerk of Session: 
Linda Reese - 712-948-3694
Church Rental: 
Mary Thompson 712-948-3339
Sunday School: Starts at 9:45am 
Courtney Lahrs
Concerns: Session Members, Gene 
Kollbaum, Mark Thompson, Kendal 
Thompson, Rita Gerking, Pete Pearson, 
Dave Amick and Jean Plummer

Clerk Nancy Todd, Reverend Ken 
Meissner, Joyce Roeschke, Becky 
Holbrook and Amy Lahrs were 
present. Updates and repairs were 
discussed including new carpet 
in the fellowship hall, updated 
restrooms and a new AC unit.

Volunteers Needed!
Community Presbyterian 
Church is still in need of  

1 elder and 1 deacon

Mark Your Calendar
June
1 & 2   

Community Vacation Bible School 
Continues Meal served at 5:30pm 
and fellowship begins 6pm-7:30pm

5  Communion Sunday-Bev Logsdon
10 & 11   

Community Presbyterian Church 
Rummage\Lawton All City 
Rummage

11  Christian Cross Festival in Norfolk, 
NE-Youth Group

12  Rev Richard Francis, pulpit supply
19  Father’s Day
21  Community Presbyterian Session 

Meeting 6:30pm, Rev Dave Koehler 
moderator

26  Rev Brian Maag, Gospel Mission-
pulpit supply

July
3  Communion Sunday,  

Reverend Dr. Jason Cunningham
4  Independence Day
31  Woodbury County Fair Food Stand 

set up immediately following church 
services 
TBA There will be a clean up day at 
the food stand.

August
1-7 Woodbury County Fair Food Stand

Woodbury County Fair 
August 3-7, 2022

FOOD STAND OPEN AUGUST 1-7
Preparations are underway for the 
Elliott Creek/Community Presbyterian 
Church Food Stand at the Woodbury 
County Fair. The food stand is 
an important fund raiser for both 
churches. Fair attendees young and 
old enjoy our hamburgers, taverns, 
floats and homemade pie! 
The stand will open on August 1st. 
There will be a worker sign up sheet 
at both churches. Each shift requires 
about 10 volunteers to work the 
windows, prep food, make sandwiches 
and work the grill. You are encouraged 
to participate and enjoy the fellowship!

We need volunteers June 10th, 9am-8pm and possibly 
Saturday, June 11th, 8am-12 for the LawtonTown Rummages.
Rent tables(s) for $5 to sell your personal items-or-save your time and donate 
to the church your GENTLY USED items that you no longer need. We will also 
run a small food stand. The Women’s Group is leading this and needs several 
volunteers to setup on the weeknights before, collect funds, and run the food 
stand. This will be a great outreach to our community and a little fundraiser.
To Donate or Volunteer: Contact Chris Howrey
To Rent Tables: Contact Amy Lahrs
To Work the Food Stand: Contact Becky Holbrook

Community Presbyterian Women’s 
Group met on Monday, May 16th. 
The group planted flowers and 
arranged pots to deliver to friends in 
the congregation.


