
Perhaps you have 
noticed that certain 
toys make a comeback 
on the market after 
being gone for quite 
a long time. I guess I 
happen to notice this 
because of our twins. 
I remember when 
Transformers first came out in the 1980’s. 
My brother was a big fan and collected many 
toys. Transformers were very popular. And 
then they went away for a long time. Now, 
Transformers are back any my twins love 
them. Transformers might be their favorite 
toys.

I was also in a store recently and noticed G.I. 
Joe action figures on the shelves. What’s 
amazing is that they look exactly like the 
ones my brother and I had in the 1980s. 
Even the packaging is the same! So many 
toys are making a comeback.

There are even some that were considered 
failures in the 1980s that my twins love. A 
couple of years ago I found my old Key Cars. 
These cars were Hot Wheels sized and had 
a key that you inserted into the back and 
then squeezed to make the car race across 
the floor. I thought they were fun, but they 
didn’t last long. They have not (yet) made a 
comeback, but the twins loved playing with 
my old cars. “GoBots” is another toy that 
was briefly around in the 1980’s, but they 
couldn’t compete with Transformers. They 
have never come back, but my twins recently 
got their hands on some of my old ones 
and have been enjoying playing with them. 
What’s true with toys is true of many things – 
Sometimes what is old is new again.

All of this got me thinking about a Bible 
verse in the New Testament Letter to the 
Hebrews – “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.” 
(13:8) In fact, last time he was home from 
Northwestern College, my son Pierce asked 

me if I remembered where that verse was 
found in the Bible. And I did! These words 
are found in the last chapter of Hebrews 
when the author is offering final advice and 
tying up any loose ends. “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and 
forever.” The words are meant to remind us 
that no matter how much and how often the 
world around us seems to change, we can 
still rely on Jesus. What Jesus did through 
the cross and resurrection can never be 
erased, removed, or replaced. In another 
place, Hebrews describes what Jesus did 
as “Once and for all.” Hebrews 13:8 can be 
a sort of “North Star” for us as we go about 
our lives as Christians living in a world that 
can often confuse and disturb us. Several 
years ago there was a song called “One 
Thing” by a group called Finger Eleven that 
contained the line, “If I sorted it out. If I 
knew all about this one thing, Wouldn’t 
that be something.” If you stopped and 
thought about it, what is your “one thing”; 
your “first thing.” When the world seems 
to be constantly changing and perhaps 
even spinning out of control, what is your 
foundation? The people who originally 
received Hebrews needed to know that 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever.” We also need to know 
that we can count on and depend on Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior now and for 
always. So, consider remembering Hebrews 
13:8 always and remember that you can 
count on Jesus Christ.

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Jason Cunningham

Gratitude…
An Expression of Thanks
Jesus asked, ‘Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to
God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18

“Gratitude recognizes that a gift has
been given, a favor has been done by
someone. There is a gift and a giver. But
there is more. Gratitude also calls for a
response to that gift. We thank the giver
with an expression of appreciation — a
handshake, a hug, a note. A gesture of
gratitude completes the exchange, closes
the circle, and allows the love to flow
back to the giver.” — Don Postema,
Space for God

I needed to read that quote. It was one of
those “ah-ha” moments for me - it made
a ton of sense. Many gifts I have given in
the past have left me with a sense of
emptiness because I never heard back if
the gift was appreciated or not. There
have been a number of weddings I’ve
officiated at that I didn’t receive a simple
“thank you” for taking time to make our
day special, maybe a birthday gift sent in
the mail or providing a special dinner for
a group of students who invaded my
home on a Sunday evening, when all I
had in the house was pancake mix and
eggs. The circle was not closed in my
mind - I didn’t feel a sense of
appreciation or hint of love in return from
the recipient of my gift. It’s easy to let
those odd thoughts fill my mind rather
than just be thankful that I could give or
that those people honestly came to

share some time with me at my table.

Look in the mirror Ken, there have also
been so many times when you have not
taken the time to thank the giver of a gift
you have received, an affirmation given,
a thoughtful gesture shared out of
appreciation. Those who gave me a gift
would have likewise felt empty because I
didn’t take the time to let them know the
gift was honestly appreciated. Goodness,
what a knucklehead, my absent-
mindedness or the excuse of the
‘busyness of life’ took over a simple
action of writing a note or making time for
that phone call to say “thank you.”

How often do we take all the blessings
and gifts from the Lord for granted? We
almost feel entitled to them…..far too
many times, in my case. As you prepare
for this celebration of the 2021
Thanksgiving season and the
preparation of Advent and even for the
gift of each new day, show a glimpse of
your appreciation to God through a
prayer of thanks, by reaching out to an
old friend, a neighbor, even a stranger
with a thoughtful gesture of thanks. Your
heart will sense a presence of gratitude
that just might bring light to a cloudy day.

Lord, thank you, for You are the Giver of
so many beautiful gifts. I thank You for
them all. Enable me to remember to
thank You and thank others when they
give a gift of kindness. Cause me to
express my honest gratitude. Let the
circle of grace-filled love close — let love
flow back to the giver. Amen.

Thank you!
Pastor Ken

Pastor’s Corner

Pastor Ken Meissner
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Sunday School
REQUEST

Elliott Creek is
requesting scraps of
ribbons to make Bible
markers for a project
for Sunday School

The Pastor Nominating Committee is asking for
testimonials to add to the website.
What does the church mean to you?
Why do you attend this church?
What impact has the church made on you or your family?

Contact Amy Lahrs: nateandamy08@hotmail.com

Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase
Christmas Poinsettias again this year
as a way for the congregation to honor
their loved ones.
The flowers will be displayed on the
alter December 12-26.
The deadline to order is December 5.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex or contact Kris Koch at
712-253-0008.

Both congregations
are starting mitten
trees.
Please donate hats,
gloves, mitten and
sweat shirts.
They will be donated
to the elementary
school.

Like uson Facebook

Community Presbyterian
Churchat Lawton, IA
You can watch the service Live on
Facebook every Sunday!

HAPPY
thanksgiving
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Pastor Jason Cunningham

Volunteers needed for the 
Harvest Dinner!
There is a sign-up sheet in the fellow-
ship hall or see Chris Howrey.
Sides and desserts are needed.

Community Presbyterian Church’s

Roast Beef 
Harvest Dinner
Wednesday, November 2

5-7pm
Roast Beef, salads and dessert

Adults $10; Children ages 4-10 $6  
Children under 3 Free

- TAKEOUT AVAILABLE -



• Richard and 
Rita Gerking

• Diane Heiss
• Rhonda Miller
• Joyce Johnson

• Lori Watts
• Jordon Dean
• Kory Koch
• Mabel Swanger

Recent Prayer
Concerns

Pray for those in rehab or at home
• Judy Fredinburg
• Carol Hinds -  

at Prairie Hills of 
Des Moines 

• Ruth Rathe
• Velura Stilwell
• Larry and Lou 

Hansen

• Audrey Jensen
• Henry Cole
• Darwin Brink
• Raejean Furne
• Marilyn Fowler
• Marlene Hanson

HELP DIRECTORY
Pastor: Dr. Jason Cunningham
Phone: 605-690-6203 
Email: 
Jason_Cunninghman123@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Funeral lunch: 
Toni Cooper - 712-944-5465
Piano music: 
Donna Bennett - 712-870-8720
To join church or  
schedule church use call: 
Nancy Todd - 712-253-2747
Sunday School: Jodi Lieber
Janitor: Cindy Jorgensen
Bulletin: Bev Logsdon 
bevlogsdon727@gmail.com 
Bev will need new information by 
Thursday of each week.
Concerns: Session Members, Becky 
Holbrook, Joyce Roeschke, Sue Stilwell, 
Kris Koch and Amy Lahrs

ELLIOTT CREEK CHURCH
Clerk of Session: 
Linda Reese - 712-948-3694
Church Rental: 
Mary Thompson 712-948-3339
Sunday School: Starts September 
2022, at 9:45am, Courtney Lahrs
Concerns: Session Members, Gene 
Kollbaum, Mark Thompson, Kendal 
Thompson, Rita Gerking, Pete Pearson, 
Dave Amick and Jean Plummer

Mark Your Calendar
October
2 World Communion Sunday
5 Kingdom Kids 2:30-4:30pm
9 Doc McCaulley Christian Music 

Service Potluck (Community 
Presbyterian)

16 After the church service, the youth 
group will have a quick lunch and 
go tubing at 12:30 at Cone Park. 
At 2pm they will participate in the 
crop walk

17 Women’s Group (Community 
Presbyterian)

18 Session Meeting 6:30pm
19 Kingdom Kids 2:30-4:30pm
30 Trunk or Treat 10am before worship 

(Community Presbyterian)

November
2 Community Presbyterian Church 

Fall Dinner 5-7pm
6 Fall Back-Daylight Savings Time 

Ends

December
4 Community Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School Christmas Program

CHEESE BURGERS & FRIESCHEESE BURGERS & FRIES
• 2 pounds lean ground beef

• 1 can (10-3/4 ounces) 
condensed golden mushroom 
soup, undiluted

• 1 can (10-3/4 ounces) 
condensed cheddar cheese 
soup, undiluted

• (20 ounces) frozen crinkle-cut 
French fries

Direc t i on sDirec t i on s

Preheat oven to 350°. In a large skillet, cook beef over medium heat until 
no longer pink; drain. Stir in soups. Pour into a greased 13x9-in. baking dish. 
Arrange French fries on top. Bake, uncovered, until the fries are golden brown, 
50-55 minutes.

Carol Hinds  
86th Birthday Card Shower

October 30th

Carol Hinds and her husband Chuck were 
faithful, active members in the Community 
Presbyterian Church. Chuck passed away in 
2021 and Carol currently resides in Des Moines. 
Let’s surprise her with birthday greetings!

Prairie Senior Care
5815 SE 27 th Street #404
Des Moines, IA 50320
Att: Carol Hinds

Practice in Prayer -  
The group will meet and prayers 
will be held for members and 
friends in the community.

EVERYONE WELCOME 
On Sunday, October 9, at the 

Community Presbyterian Church, 
Doc McCaulley will share his 

Christian music ministry through 
vocals and his keyboard.

Adult Bible 
Study 
Sundays 
9:30am


