
Friday, August 12th
6:30pm

immediately following the  
Lawton Fest Parade

Community Presbyterian Church

Greetings in the 
name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! And 
allow me to introduce 
myself, I am that “new 
guy” who has been 
preaching in your 
church the past couple 
of weeks. It’s good 
to finally be down here and beginning our 
ministry together. We are still in the process 
of getting ready to “fully move” but all of 
the pieces are in motion. We finally sold 
our house in Luverne and my wife found 
employment, which meant we were able to 
buy a house in Sioux City. The closings on 
the houses are set for July 28th.

I grew up in Worthington, MN. That’s 
my hometown. I then went to college 
atAugustana College (now University) 
in Sioux Falls. For seminary, I went 
to Princeton Theological Seminary in 
Princeton, NJ. I also obtained a Doctor of 
Ministry degree from Sioux Falls Seminary 
in 2016. I was ordained in 2000 and have 
previously served churches in Amboy, MN 
(2000-2005), Brookings, SD (2005-2013) 
and Luverne, MN (2013-2022).

My wife, Annalisa, is a Nurse Practitioner 
and will be working at one of Unity Point’s 
clinics starting in September. She enjoys a 
wide variety of hobbies including cooking, 
gardening, knitting, and playing the piano. 

Annalisa and I have six children. Carissa 
is our oldest and will be a Senior at 
Augustana in Sioux Falls. She is majoring 
in Biology and hopes to go to Physician’s 

Assistant school or Medical school, most 
likely at USD in Vermillion. After Carissa, 
we have five boys. Graham will be a junior 
at Augustana this fall and is hoping to 
become a Physical Therapist. Pierce will 
be a freshman at Northwestern College in 
Orange City, IA. He has a scholarship to 
play tennis and will major in Bio-chemistry. 
So, next Fall we will have 3 kids in college!

After those three, we have a bit of a gap 
until Cole. He is twelve years old and will be 
in 7th grade when school starts up again. 
Finally, many of you have heard about our 
identical twins, Knox and Sawyer, who are 
five years old. They are both very energetic 
and enthusiastic. You will get to know us all 
better in the days ahead.

During the month of July I have been living 
in the manse of the Lutheran church as 
temporary housing so I could begin ministry 
on July 1 st . I am looking forward to when 
we get fully moved to the area and have 
the whole family here. July has definitely 
been a crazy month of transition! It took 
us longer than expected to get our house 
buying and selling situation settled, as well 
as Annalisa’s job search.

As we begin to embark on ministry together, 
I hope you will hold worshipping together 
as a high value. I believe worship is the fuel 
that empowers us to live faithfully each day 
or our lives and stay connected to God.

I look forward to our ministry together!

In Christ, 
Pastor Jason Cunningham

Gratitude…
An Expression of Thanks
Jesus asked, ‘Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to
God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18

“Gratitude recognizes that a gift has
been given, a favor has been done by
someone. There is a gift and a giver. But
there is more. Gratitude also calls for a
response to that gift. We thank the giver
with an expression of appreciation — a
handshake, a hug, a note. A gesture of
gratitude completes the exchange, closes
the circle, and allows the love to flow
back to the giver.” — Don Postema,
Space for God

I needed to read that quote. It was one of
those “ah-ha” moments for me - it made
a ton of sense. Many gifts I have given in
the past have left me with a sense of
emptiness because I never heard back if
the gift was appreciated or not. There
have been a number of weddings I’ve
officiated at that I didn’t receive a simple
“thank you” for taking time to make our
day special, maybe a birthday gift sent in
the mail or providing a special dinner for
a group of students who invaded my
home on a Sunday evening, when all I
had in the house was pancake mix and
eggs. The circle was not closed in my
mind - I didn’t feel a sense of
appreciation or hint of love in return from
the recipient of my gift. It’s easy to let
those odd thoughts fill my mind rather
than just be thankful that I could give or
that those people honestly came to

share some time with me at my table.

Look in the mirror Ken, there have also
been so many times when you have not
taken the time to thank the giver of a gift
you have received, an affirmation given,
a thoughtful gesture shared out of
appreciation. Those who gave me a gift
would have likewise felt empty because I
didn’t take the time to let them know the
gift was honestly appreciated. Goodness,
what a knucklehead, my absent-
mindedness or the excuse of the
‘busyness of life’ took over a simple
action of writing a note or making time for
that phone call to say “thank you.”

How often do we take all the blessings
and gifts from the Lord for granted? We
almost feel entitled to them…..far too
many times, in my case. As you prepare
for this celebration of the 2021
Thanksgiving season and the
preparation of Advent and even for the
gift of each new day, show a glimpse of
your appreciation to God through a
prayer of thanks, by reaching out to an
old friend, a neighbor, even a stranger
with a thoughtful gesture of thanks. Your
heart will sense a presence of gratitude
that just might bring light to a cloudy day.

Lord, thank you, for You are the Giver of
so many beautiful gifts. I thank You for
them all. Enable me to remember to
thank You and thank others when they
give a gift of kindness. Cause me to
express my honest gratitude. Let the
circle of grace-filled love close — let love
flow back to the giver. Amen.

Thank you!
Pastor Ken

Pastor’s Corner

Pastor Ken Meissner
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Sunday School
REQUEST

Elliott Creek is
requesting scraps of
ribbons to make Bible
markers for a project
for Sunday School

The Pastor Nominating Committee is asking for
testimonials to add to the website.
What does the church mean to you?
Why do you attend this church?
What impact has the church made on you or your family?

Contact Amy Lahrs: nateandamy08@hotmail.com

Community Presbyterian Church

Christmas Poinsettias
Kris Koch will order and purchase
Christmas Poinsettias again this year
as a way for the congregation to honor
their loved ones.
The flowers will be displayed on the
alter December 12-26.
The deadline to order is December 5.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex or contact Kris Koch at
712-253-0008.

Both congregations
are starting mitten
trees.
Please donate hats,
gloves, mitten and
sweat shirts.
They will be donated
to the elementary
school.

Like uson Facebook

Community Presbyterian
Churchat Lawton, IA
You can watch the service Live on
Facebook every Sunday!

HAPPY
thanksgiving
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The Women’s Group met on July 18th. 
Amy Lahrs, Sue Stilwell, Chris Howrey, 
Lorna Peters, Linda Garthright and 
Nancy Todd attended. Chris opened 
the meeting with a devotion. The group 
enjoyed making wax melts. They talked 
about serving ice cream at Lawton Fest 
on August 12th. and other community 
minded projects.

Volunteers Needed!
Community Presbyterian 

Church is still in need of 1 elder.

Pastor Jason Cunningham

ICE CREAM
SOCIAL



• Lori Watts 
• John Gard family
• Conrad Logsdon
• Jordon Dean
• Devon Buemi
• Eric Miller
• Mabel Swanger

• Kory Koch
• Anette Koster
• Jean Vondrak

Recent Prayer
Concerns

Pray for those in rehab or at home
• Judy Fredinburg
• Carol Hinds -  

at Prairie Hills of 
Des Moines 

• Ruth Rathe
• Velura Stilwell
• Larry and Lou 

Hansen

• Audrey Jensen
• Henry Cole
• Darwin Brink
• Raejean Furne
• Marilyn Fowler
• Marlene Hanson

HELP DIRECTORY
Pastor: Dr. Jason Cunningham
Phone: 605-690-6203 
Email: 
Jason_Cunninghman123@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Funeral lunch: 
Toni Cooper - 712-944-5465
Piano music: 
Donna Bennett - 712-870-8720
To join church or  
schedule church use call: 
Nancy Todd - 712-253-2747
Sunday School: Jodi Lieber
Janitor: Cindy Jorgensen
Bulletin: Bev Logsdon 
bevlogsdon727@gmail.com 
Bev will need new information by 
Thursday of each week.
Concerns: Session Members, Becky 
Holbrook, Joyce Roeschke, Sue Stilwell, 
Kris Koch and Amy Lahrs

ELLIOTT CREEK CHURCH
Clerk of Session: 
Linda Reese - 712-948-3694
Church Rental: 
Mary Thompson 712-948-3339
Sunday School: Starts September 
2022, at 9:45am, Courtney Lahrs
Concerns: Session Members, Gene 
Kollbaum, Mark Thompson, Kendal 
Thompson, Rita Gerking, Pete Pearson, 
Dave Amick and Jean Plummer

Mark Your Calendar
August
1-5 Woodbury County Fair Food Stand
7 Services will be held at the Piero 

Bethel Church on the Woodbury 
County Fairgrounds at 8:30am. 
There will be no services held in the 
churches that day.

12 6:30pm Ice Cream Social  
at the church

15 6:30pm Women’s Group 
28 Lawton Services will go with the 

screen again each week.

September
11 Sunday School starts again 

immediately following the Children’s 
Sermon 
Potluck at Community Presbyterian 
immediately following the service

13 6:30pm Community Presbyterian 
Session Meeting

14 Communion Sunday
21 Kingdom Kids will begin every other 

Wednesday 2:30-4:30pm

October
30 Trunk or Treat at 10am before 

worship

November
6 Fall Back-Daylight Savings Time 

Ends

December
4 Community Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School Christmas Program

Woodbury County Fair
August 3-7, 2022

FOOD STAND OPEN AUGUST 1-7
Workers are still needed for the Woodbury 
County Food Stand. If you haven’t signed 
up, just stop in. Extra hands are always 
needed during the lunch rush!

Easy Funnel Cakes
Ing red ien t sIng red ien t s

• 1 egg
• 2/3 cup milk
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 2 Tablespoon sugar
• 1 1/3 cups sifted flour
• 3/4 teaspoon baking powder oil  

for frying powdered sugar

Direc t i on sDirec t i on s
1. In a large bowl, beat egg. Mix in milk until incorporated.

2. Add salt, sugar,flour and baking powered to egg mixture and beat until smooth.

3. Pour oil into a heavy pan until it is 1 inch deep and heat on stove to 375° F.

4. Pour batter through funnel into oil with a circular motion to form a spiral. You can also 
pour it into a ziplock bag and snip off a corner and pipe it into the oil as well.

5. Fry until lightly brown; turn over to brown the other side. Cook to golden brown, and 
remove to drain on paper towels.

6. Sprinkle with confectione’s sugar while still warm.

(L-R) Kris Koch, Christen Howrey, Judith Marie 
Fixsel, Ron Fixsel, and Amy Lahrs 

The Women’s Group (plus Ron Fixsel) 
served at the Siouxland Soup Kitchen. 
We had a good time working together and 
it took so little time and work to help out 
those who need it.
We’d like to make this a regular mission 
so if you can help let Christen Howrey 
know and she can sign us up for another 
day.


